Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.035; wR factor = 0.091; data-to-parameter ratio = 9.3.
The title compound, C 16 H 14 N 2 O 2 , was derived from 1-(2hydroxyphenyl)-3-(2-methoxyphenyl)propane-1,3-dione. The molecule is essentially planar (r.m.s. deviation for all non-H atoms = 0.089 Å ). Two intramolecular hydrogen bonds stabilize the molecular conformation and one N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond stabilizes the crystal structure. 
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Data collection
Stoe IPDSII two-circle diffractometer Absorption correction: none 10969 measured reflections 1777 independent reflections 1620 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.057 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.034 wR(F 2 ) = 0.090 S = 1.03 1777 reflections 191 parameters 1 restraint H atoms treated by a mixture of independent and constrained refinement Á max = 0.18 e Å À3 Á min = À0.16 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: X-AREA (Stoe & Cie, 2001); cell refinement: X-AREA; data reduction: X-AREA; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: XP in SHELXTL-Plus (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
AH is grateful to the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan for a grant. (US patent 5191087, 1993; US patent 5698708, 1997) and for the treatmet of pain and disorders such as Arthritis (US patent 5908857, 1999) .Pyrazoles are inhibitors of alchol dehydrogenase and have been found to be effective inhibitors for the oxidation of ethanol by liver microsomes (Feierman & Cederbaum, 1986) . 3,5-disubstituted pyrazoles are also uesd to form solid dinuclear complexes (Sanz et al., 1998) . The molecule is essentially planar (r.m.s. deviation for all non-H atoms 0.089 Å).
Two intramolecular hydrogen bonds stabilize the molecular conformation and one N-H···O hydrogen bond is stabilizing the crystal structure.
Experimental 1-(2'-hydroxyphenyl)-3-(2''-methoxyphenyl) propane-1,3-dione was prepared by a modified Baker Venkataram rearrangement as reported earlier (Ahmad et al., 1997) . Purification was carried out by recrystallization using absolute ethanol. 1-H-3(2-hydroxyphenyl)-5-(2-methoxyphenyl) pyrazole was synthesized by reacting hydrazine hydrate (0.5 g, 10 mmol) with 1-(2-hydroxyphenyl)-3-(2-methoxyphenyl) propane-1,3-dione (2.7 g, 10 mmol) in 100 ml of absolute ethanol. The mixture was refluxed for seven hours. Solvent was removed under reduced pressure. Compound (II) was synthesized by adding 0.1 mole of phenyl hydrazine in 0.1 mole of compound (II) dissolved in 200 ml of absolute ethanol. The mixture was refluxed for 7 h. Solvent was removed under reduced pressure. Highly viscous residue was recrystallized using absolute ethanol.
(Yield: 96%, m.p: 456k)
Refinement
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